ISAT STUDY GUIDE 
*It’s never too early to start studying 
		 
WORD/CONCEPT
DEFINITION
A
Alliteration
a sentence or line of poetry containing words that begin with the same consonant. i.e. beautiful baby boy
Antonyms
words that have opposite meanings.  i.e.  bad  &  good
Autobiography
the story of someone’s life that is written by that person.
B
Biography
the story of a person’s life that is told by someone else.
C
Cause and Effect
an event (a cause) has an effect (a change) on the outcome of events and characters in a story. CAUSE---EFFECT.
Chronological Order
the order in which things happen in the passage
Compare and Contrast
when a passage compares and contrasts two or more things; Compare- how they are alike or same, Contrast-how they are different.
Conflict
A clash between two forces in a story
Context
The word in a sentence or paragraph
Context Clues
Words around an unfamiliar word that offer clues about its meaning
D
Detail
An idea or fact that make a main idea clear
Drama
A play meant to be performed in front of an audience
E
Essay
Special kind of NONFICTION reading that gives information or an opinion about a topic.
F
Fable
A short story that teaches a lesson with characters that are either human or animal
Fact

A statement that can be PROVEN, not guessed
Fiction
A made up story or event
Flashback
A brief scene in a story in which a character remembers what happened in the past
Folktales
A simple story passed down from one generation to the next, usually about people, animals, or events in nature, that teach a lesson about life.
Form
In poetry, the shape words or lines make on a page
G
Generalizations
A broad, or wide-ended, sweeping statement meant to describe something. i.e. It was blue. (not general: It was blue like the sky on a sunny cloudless day.)
Graphic Organizers
A diagram, graph, table, or chart that organizes information so that it is easy to understand. This study guide is a graphic organizer.
H
Homonyms
Words that are SPELLED ALIKE and may sound alike, but have DIFFERENT meanings. i.e. lie and lie, top & top, plane & plane, saw & saw, fair & fair
Homophone
Words that SOUND ALIKE but have DIFFERENT meanings. i.e. sea and see, plain & plane.
I
Inferences
Judgments about a story based on what is in the story AND what you already know. What you could guess about the story beyond the text.
Informational Text
A piece of writing that tells you about different subjects and INCLUDES charts, diagrams, graphs, maps, or tables.
Irony
When something happens that you don’t expect it to happen. i.e. When an 80 year old man that never flew on a plane due to his fear of flying takes his first flight…and dies in a plane crash.
L
Legends
Stories that are about someone who may or may not have lived; fact mixed with fantasy. i.e. Paul Bunyan.
Literary Devices
Ways to contribute to the text such as sensory detail, simile, rhyme, repetition, metaphors, alliteration, and personification.
M
Main Character
The character that plays the most important part of the action
Main idea
The BIGGEST, MOST IMPORTANT thought in a reading passage. You will NOT find this directly stated in the text.
Metaphor
A way of describing something by calling it something else, a comparison between two things. i.e. The house was a zoo this morning!
Mood and Tone
The way the author’s word choice appeals to the senses and creates imagery.
Motivation
The reason why a character thinks or acts in a certain way
Myths
Traditional stories about how the world works.
N
Nonfiction
A true story
O
Opinion
Someone’s thoughts or feelings about something. i.e. Chocolate ice cream is the best ice cream flavor.
Onomatopoeia
Use of words to imitate sounds. i.e. crash! Boom! Bang! Hiss
P
Personal Experience
Experiences that YOU have had
Personification
When an author gives HUMAN qualities to something that is NOT human. i.e. Spring arrived in the garden and awoke the sleeping flowers.
Plot
The main events that happen in the story.
Point of View
The perspective the narrator tells the story. There are two main types: First Person (I, we) and Third Person (He, She, It, They).
Poetry
A piece of writing with short lines, a rhythm, and sometimes words that rhyme.
Predictions
Educated guesses. You guess what might happen next. 
Prefixes
Sets of letters that go in front of the word to change it’s meaning. i.e. co- cooperation
R
Repetition
Using a word or phrase more than once. Using a word or phrase more than once.
Rhyme
When the ending word of two or more lines sounds the same.
Rhythm
Made from the patterns of sounds created. 
Root words
The main parts of words to which a prefix or suffix can be added.
S
Sequence of Events
The order in which events happen in a story
Sensory detail
Using words to appeal to the reader’s senses such as sight, hearing, taste, etc.
Setting
Where and when a story takes place.
Suffixes
Sets of letters that go behind the word to change it’s meaning. i.e.-ed Studied










